Study objective-The aim was to compare the social characteristics, the pregnancy outcome, and the antenatal care of women in France who did not receive maternity benefits to women who did. These benefits (860 FF, approx £86 per month) are given to every pregnant woman, starting in the second trimester. Payments are made on the condition that at least three antenatal visits are made, the first being before the end of the first trimester.
the women did not receive any maternity benefits. These women lived in poorer social conditions than the women who received the benefits. They had a higher preterm delivery rate, after controlling for risk factors in a logistic regression. Women without maternity benefits were characterised by a lower level of care, yet the majority began their antenatal care during the first trimester or had more than six visits.
Conclusions-Not receiving maternity benefits during pregnancy is October 1990 In France every pregnant woman receives a monthly grant of 860 francs (approximately £86), which is paid from the start of the fourth month of pregnancy and up until the child is three months old. The amount of this grant is revalued twice a year, as are all the other family benefits. The aim of the maternity benefits is to provide parents with resources at a time when there are many additional costs, and to give women an incentive to have at least a minimum amount of medical care. The grant is paid on condition that women make at least three antenatal visits: the first before the end of the first trimester of pregnancy, the second during the sixth month, and the third during the first half of the eighth month. At each of these visits, the care giver attests that the woman attended, s(h)e completes a form, and the pregnant woman sends it to the agency which manages the maternity benefits The following characteristics of antenatal care were studied. The first was the total number of antenatal visits, three visits being required to get the maternity benefits, a minimum of four visits being recommended by the Ministry of Health, and about seven visits being recommended by the medical profession. This variable did not take into account the timing of the visits, so some women may have had three visits but not the three specific 
